Global Climate Change
Global warming is the increase in the average temperature of the Earth's atmosphere and oceans in recent decades, and projected evaluations on how this is set to continue in the future. It is predicted that global temperatures could increase by 1.1 to 6.4°C between now and 2100. It is difficult to predict a more exact temperature as we do not know the amount of greenhouse gases that man will produce in this time.

Global warming is caused when carbon dioxide and other gases warm the surface of the planet naturally by trapping solar heat in the atmosphere. This is a good thing because it keeps our planet at a temperature where humans, animals and plants can live. However, by burning fossil fuels such as coal and oil and cutting down forests humans have dramatically increased the amount of carbon dioxide in the Earth’s atmosphere and hence the overall temperatures are rising.

Scientists agree that global warming is happening and that it is the result of our activities and not a natural occurrence. We’re already seeing changes, glaciers are melting, plants and animals are being forced from their habitat, and the number of severe storms and droughts is increasing.

The global warming effect on animals could show faster than the effects on humans, we can adapt, as can animals to an extent, but maybe not fast enough? It is thought that deaths from global warming will double in the next 25 years. The number of Category 4/5 hurricanes has almost doubled in the last 30 years and they are becoming even stronger and more prolonged.

Sea levels could rise by more than 20 feet with the loss of shelf ice in Greenland and Antarctica, devastating coastal areas worldwide, and the Arctic Ocean could be ice free in summer by 2050, which will lead to the extinction of animals and plants in this area which depend on the ice. At least 279 species of plants and animals are already responding to global warming, moving closer to the poles to escape the increasing heat.

Heat waves will be more frequent and hotter than previously, making droughts and fires more possible in areas where these problems were never faced. Even mosquitoes are able to survive in areas where 20 years ago they would have perished, meaning that Malaria is spreading, which will claim human lives over the coming decades.

Deforestation
Forests are vital for life, home to millions of species, they protect soil from erosion, produce oxygen, store carbon dioxide, and help control climate. Forests are also vital for us to live as they provide us with food, shelter and medicines as well as many other useful things. They also purify the air we breathe and water that we need to survive. 
Deforestation by humans is causing all of these necessary functions to be lessened, and hence damaging the atmosphere even further. 

Forests play a huge role in the carbon cycle on our planet. When forests are cut down, not only does carbon absorption cease, but also the carbon stored in the trees is released into the atmosphere as CO2 if the wood is burned or even if it is left to rot after the deforestation process. 

Smaller crops e.g. plants and agricultural crops also draw in carbon dioxide and release oxygen, however forests store up to 100 times more carbon than agricultural fields of the same area.

Deforestation is an important factor in global climate change. Climate change is because of a build up of carbon dioxide in out atmosphere and if we carry on cutting down the main tool we have to diminish this CO2 build up, we can expect the climate of our planet to change dramatically over the next decades.

It is estimated that more than 1.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide are released to the atmosphere due to deforestation, mainly the cutting and burning of forests, every year. Over 30 million acres of forests and woodlands are lost every year due to deforestation; causing a massive loss of income to poor people living in remote areas who depend on the forest to survive. 
Assignment

· Pick 5 words and define

· Make a question for each word
· No definition or yes/no question

· Answer each question
· Summarize article in 5 sentences

Answer the following:
· What are some reason that can be argued to defend deforestation?

· Describe alternate methods/sources to use for paper.
